Unit 1 Reading: Be a Critical News Reader!
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Teaching Plan
Teaching objectives:
By the end of this period, students are expected to:
1. Identify the key information in the two news media and the differences between them;
2. Analyze potential reasons for the differences between news reports and the ways to be a critical
news reader;
3. Apply critical thinking to approach the news and information in real life situations.

Teaching procedures:
I. Pre-reading
Interactive Task 1: Lead-in

*T: Ask students what tools they usually use to keep up with news.

*Ss: Think and answer their ways of keeping up with news.

*Purpose: to arouse students’ interest in the topic

Guiding Questions:
1. What tools do you usually use to keep up with news?
2. Do you believe in everything you read? And why?

I1. While-reading
Interactive Task 2: Identifying the differences between the two news reports

*T: Guide students to identify the biggest difference between the two news reports.

*Ss: Read the titles and photographs and identify the biggest difference between the two news
reports.

*T: Ask students to read the two reports and look for other differences between the reports.

*Ss: Read the two reports and find other differences between the two news reports.

*Purpose: to help students experience the differences in news reports.
Guiding Questions:

1. What’s the biggest difference between the two news reports?
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2. What are the other differences between the two news reports?

Interactive Task 3: Figuring out the reasons for the differences between the news reports

*T: Ask students to read the text and note down the reasons for the differences

*Ss: Read the text, think and note down the reasons for the differences.

*Purpose: to help students realize the complexity and multifacetedness of news reports and the
necessity of critical thinking

Guiding Questions:
1. According to the text, what are the reasons for the differences between the two news reports?
2. What else could be the reasons for the differences?

Interactive Task 4: Exploring the suggestions on how to be a critical news reader

*T: Guide students to seek the advice on how to be a critical news reader.

*Ss: Read the text, think and note down the advice on how to be a critical news reader.

*Purpose: to help students learn some skills for

Guiding Questions:
1. According to the text, what are the suggestions on how to be a critical news reader?
2. What other useful suggestions can you think of?

II1. Post-reading
Interactive Task 5: Applying critical thinking in the real life situation

*T: Ask students to work in a group of four, analyze two reports and present their own ideas with
evidence.

*Ss: Work in a group of four, analyze two reports and present their own ideas with evidence.
Finish the peer review while listening to other students’ presentations.

*Purpose: to guide students to apply critical thinking in the real life situation.

Guiding Question/Instruction:
1. If you were me, how would you respond to the parents?
2. While listening, evaluate the presentation based on the peer assessment form.

Assignments:

1. Read the text twice.

2. Based on the experience, please write a short article for your school newspaper on How to Be
a Critical Reader. (In no less than 100 words)

3. Share the suggestions on how to be a critical news reader with your parents. (Optional)




